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Accuracy and quality control
Unlike metal, materials such as timber, paper and 
board change shape easily depending on 
temperature or the amount of moisture they are 
holding. Metal can change shape and expand in 
the heat, but it is not prone to the same amount 
of movement as timber is. It is often the case that 
engineers can work to a fine tolerance when using 
metal.
Digital micrometers can be used to measure the 
width of a material and digital vernier
calipers can be used to measure the outside 
width, inside dimensions and depth of holes. Both 
tools measure to 1/100 of 1 millimetre (mm) and 
can be read quickly because of the digital screen.


